
WEATHER.
Tartly cloudy tonight and tomorrow;

warmer tonight, temperature freezing to
.lightly above.

Temperature for twenty-four hours
ended at 2 p.m. today; Highest. 45. at 2
p.m. today; lowest, 25. at 6:30 a.m.

today. Full report on page 24.
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COMMISSION VALUATION
OF POTOMAC ELECTRIC

PROPERTY SUSTAINED
Justice Gould, of District Supreme Court, Dis¬

misses Company's Appeal From Commis¬
sion's Finding.Overrules Exceptions.

EIGHT-CENT RATE CASE MUST AWAIT
PROBABLE APPEAL TO HIGHER COURTS

^
More Than Million Dollars Held in Fund for Rebate to Consumers

When Final Adjudication Is Made. Light Charge
Litigation Not Yet Argued.

The valuation by the Public I'tilities Commission of the prop¬
erty of the Potomac Electric Power Company was sustained today
bv Justice Gould of the District Supreme Court in a decision dis¬
missing the company's appeal from the finding of the commission.

All exceptions taken by the company to the rulings of the com¬

mission during the hearing and all exceptions to the findings which
*ere insisted upon before the court are overruled.

It is expected the company will note an appeal to the Court
pi Appeals.

The commission found the fair value of the property of the
rompanv as of July 1, 1914, was $10,250,000, and added thereto, at
.Jie actual cost thereof, all net additions to capital from that time
up to the date of the valuation, determining the fair value as of
December 31, 1916, to be $11,231,170.43. The valuation was of the
property of a going concern in successful operation

"In my opinion," says Justice Gould, "its procedure was logi¬
cal. lawful and without prejudice to the power company, and its
conclusions were reached after careful and impartial consideration
of all the evidence and data before it, and should be sustained."

MORE THAN MILLION FOR REFUND.
Allowing the company a certain return on this valuation, the

commission directed a reduction of the price of electric current
1 from 10 cents per kilowatt hour to 8 cents. The power company

instituted injunction proceedings, and Justice Gould granted a

temporary injunction pending his decision on the valuation. He
required the company to impound a sum equal to the difference
between the prices to be refunded to the consumers in the event
the commission's ruling was sustained in the courts. This sum
now held by the company is said to exceed a million dollars.

Today's decision while sustaining the basis of the order reduc¬
ing the price of electric current does not help the consumer at
present, because the appeal of the company will operate to con¬
tinue the ten-cent rate until final disposition of the valuation
litigation. The appeal from the rate reduction is a separate case
and has not yet been argued before the District Supreme Court.

Coart'a CoHMat at Cue.
Justice Oould Had Nfle caie TlilflCT

consideration "tooro" than a year, and
in his opinion calls attention to the
extent of tha task. He points out that
the Investigation by the commission
covered a period of two and a half
years, and Its finding filled 105 printed
pagas. The record of testimony com¬
prised 62.221 pages in nine volumes:
the report of one expert covered 1.234
pages, and the findings of other experts
an equal amount. The brief .of one of
the counsel for the company contained
657 pages. All this the court was

obliged to read "at most exacting ex¬

pense of time and labor." The court's
.pinion Cpntalns twenty-six typewriten
pages.
No assistance was given by the com¬

pany, the court notes, to the account¬
ant.* and engineers of the commission
ir, their ascertainment of the historical
and reproduction costs. It indulged,
says Justice Gould, "in a system of
negative obstruction far /rom com¬

mendable. and while it may not ha.va
actually concealed the truth In any in¬
stance. it certainly put itself to no

pains to advise the commission of any
facts relative to the extent, location or
cost of Its property."

Yarloaa Coat Iteaia Disallowed.
In his opinion the court refused to

allow various Hems of cost claimed by
the company totaling several millions.
One is a difference of $1,977,150.17
claimed in connection with the pur¬
chase of the United States Electric
Lighting Company. "If this excess

amount actually represented any¬
thing," says the court, "it represented
an attempt to capitalize, as against
the public, the privilege or franchise
to use the public streets of Washing¬
ton for a public purpose which h»d
cost the United States Electric Light¬
ing Company nothing."
The power company also claimed

that it had a right to the allowance,
as part of the historical cost of its
property, of the sum of $1,000,000.
represeating what it paid in its stock,
for certain water rights at what is
known as the Great Falls power site.
"It is a significant fact." the court

points out, "that these rights to this
Kon-productive property were not only
previously acquired by the Washing¬
ton Railway and Electric Company
and held by it for twelve years before
It transferred trtem to the power com¬
pany, but that title, up to the time of
the hearing in this case, had not been
perfected, either in that company or
1b the power company. It is also
.worthy of notice that shortly before
the public utilities law was enacted
tjie Washington Railway and Electric
Company and the power company, act¬
ing through identical boards of direc¬
tors, consummated a transaction by
which these rights were transferred
tn the power company for $1,000,000
of the stock of the latter company.
talned Power *l«e Problematical.
"This power site Is located outside

the District of Columbia. It has never
been used for the purpose of supplying
power to those who use electric cur¬
rent In the District of Columbia, nor
la there a scintilla of evidence in the
record that It ever will be so used by
the power company. Its actual value
Is problematical, and the ability of a
private owner of power rights at this
file to develop them is further com¬
plicated by the larger federal govern¬
ment's Interest therein. No witness
¦who claimed to have any knowledge
on the subject testified as to what
the value was. For these reasons
there was no justifiable theory upon
which the $1,000,000 of stock issued
for It by the power company could
be treated as an actual value of $1,-
000,000 upon which the power com¬
pany would be entitled to collect rev¬
enue from its patrons in the District
of Columbia. The commission, there¬
fore. did not err In excluding it,
oither as an item in the historical
<ost of the property, or in the repro¬
duction cost, or In Its finding of fair
Value."

I.rarrland Cemetery Item.
Referring to a claim of $116,155.80

X'tr the Graceland cemetery property,
the court says: "The evidence dis¬
closes that this property had never
been used for the purposes of the
J>ower company: that it had been ac¬
quired for th« benefit of the Wash¬
ington Railway and Electric I'om-
jany, and waa. In fact, at the time of

d
J

the bearing being used for street rail-
way purposes, bo far as it was beingused for any purpose whatever."
..Jh* pUIP1 o* $8»U7« 42 for unarnor-tl*ea debt discount ftnd expense *asalso properly dlmliowed. the courtfinds, as was also a claim of *560.000for services to Crosby and Leib. for¬mer directors, in obtaining loans and

i5Koa, ,contr«ct tor power withthe old Ecklngton road. These serv-'ce® were not extraordinary, the court!finds and were within the scope oftheir duties as directors. j.^n.otll'r claim disallowed was $650,-000 for compensation to concelvers "

said-
erCnC< t0 thlB c,alm the court

Hypothetical Coat.
"It is a purely hypothetical cost,based upon the hypothetical recon¬

struction of the property, and is as-
serted upon the theory that some
such araoun< might be required to
be paid to some promoters or con-VL.,1Z' a.l compensation for the sug¬gestion that a plant similar to thator the power company's should bpconstructed in Washington under theassumption that the existing plant
of Ju?vniti/tent etther on the l8t
1916

°F °" l8t ot ^uly'
"It appears from the evidence thattne power company is not the com.

established and developedID electric light and power business ofthe District of Columbia. ous,ness of
¦The United States Electric Light-ing Company developed this busi-ness, and at the tim£ it was takenover by the power company it wasthe result of slow evolution from aV6ry !,m ,

initial concern, and it isexceedingly unlikely that any coitwhatsoever in the nature of a con-
0r a Promoters!

Th» ?ttached to the enter-P.r'®e- Xhf business was developedslowly but successfully for fifteenyears before its acquisition by thepSwAr company, and there is not theslightest evidence in the record thatany such cost was ever paid by itTo hold that the public is to becharged with such an amount, whichis a pure figment of the imaginationunsupported by any evidence, is with¬out justification either in law or fairdealing, which latter the public util-Ity owes to Its patrons"
Development Coat.

In the estimate made by the engi¬
neer of the power company, a claim
of 12.115.323 was made for what he
called development costs, under hi*
reproduction theory. This figure was
arrived at by applying an arbitrary-percentage to his reproduction cost ofthe physical property of the. power
company. Referring to this claim thecourt says:
"The theory upon which such aclaim was based seems to he that dur¬ing a certain period of the powercompany's existence it must have in¬curred losses incident to the expan¬sion of its business, either by obso¬lescence caused by change of con¬struction or advancement of the art

or because of securing the patronagewhich It now has. While it is truethat such costs might attach under apurely hypothetical construction yetwhen they are claimed as a basis uponwhich consumers are required to payrot a hypothetical but an actual re-
turn, there should be at least someevidence that they actually did occur
in the existing plant."
An item of *2.500,000 for what Is calledeasements in the public street was alsoclaimed by the company. In disapprov¬ing this item Justice Gould says"Whether the privilege to use the pub¬lic streets which the power company

possesses should be called a franchise
a privilege or an easement. Is of no
consequence. The power company claimsthat its actual occupation and use ofthe streets under this privilege givesit an easement therein, and gives to thiseasement a separate and distinct valuewhich it has a right to capitalize as

Destructive of Public Rights.
To claim that these so-called ease¬

ments which cost the power company
nothing, without which it could notperform its public duty, and which itIs allowed to exercise to enable it todo so, can be capitalized against the
consumer of its product in any sumwhatsoever is to make U>e public use

(Continued on Page 2, Column 17)

Senator Sherman Would De¬
lay Confirmation as Com¬
missioner Pending Probe.
A tilll providing for the flfrtlon

of Ifcf ltoard of education of the
lilnlrlH of Columbia hy residents
of the District nai Introduced by
Senator Sherman, chairman of the
District committee, today by re¬

quest. In submitting the bill Sen¬
ator Sherman said that he had not
had an opportunity to examine It
carefully.
The bill was drafted by the clt-

'*ens* joint committee for the
elective school board, comprising
representatives of thirty-three civic
and business organisations. It
provides, with other things, that
to be eligible for election as a
member of the board of education
the candidate mast have been an
actual resident of the District for
seven years, and that he must be
(nenty-flve years old or over. The
electors must be tweaty-one yeara
of age or over, mnd there Is no dis¬
crimination oir account of sex. To

¦¦ 'lector a man or woman
must have resided here for at least
one year prior to the election. The
board la to be composed of nine
members elected for terms of three
years. The bill provides a system
w' registration and election and
provides penalties for violation of
the law and fraud. It was referred
to the Dlatrlct committee.

Investigation of the public school
system of the District of Columbia in
all its ramifications is to begin next
Tuesday at 10 a.m., in room 235, Senate
office building, Senator Sherman,
chairman of the Senate investigating
committee announced today.
The tlrst hearing was to have been

held Thursday, but Senator Harrison
of Mississippi, a member of the com-
mittee. will be absent attending the
funeral of Senator Bankhead of Ala-
bama, and In consequence the hearing
has been postponed.

Dr. Vaa Schalck to Appear.
The first witnesses heard. Senator

Sherman said today, will be Dr. John
Van Schalck. Jr., president of the
board of education, and the other
members of the board.
Senator Sherman expressed the

opinion that the nomination of Dr.
Van Schaick to be District Commis¬
sioner should not be acted upon before
the pending Investigation of the school
system is concluded.
"I am opposed to Dr. Van Schaick's

confirmation." said Senator Sherman,
"but even if I were not, I should feel
that no action looking to his confirma¬
tion should be taken by the Senate
prior to the conclusion of this Investi¬
gation.

"It may be that the committee will
fix blame for conditions in the a«hot>ls
upon some one. and it may be that
the blame may be fixed, uptflt the
prealdant of the School board. If the
Senate should confirm his nomination
aa District Commissioner now the
findings of the investigating com¬
mittee might make the Senate look
foolish."

Will Protect Wltaesses.
Senator Sherman said that In some

quarters It had been urged that the
fact a potential District Commis¬
sioner is head of the school board
might terrorize teachers and other
persons who desired to Kive testi¬
mony about the schools. He said that
he did not believe this was so, since
the committee would be able to pro-
tect any witnesses that appeared, and
if It could be shown after the hear-
ings that any attempt was made to
punish witnesses the committee and
Congress would know what to do
about it. ;
"Any danger of our not being able

to obtain witnesses seems to me to be !
outbalanced fcv the danger of con
firming Dr. Van Schalck before the
investigation Is completed," said Sen-
ator Sherman.
The committee will Investigate the

physical needs of the school system,
as well as the administrative process¬
es of the school board, superintendent
and the teaching In the schools. Sena¬
tor Sherman said. If it is found that
more school buildings are needed
here, recommendations for new build-
lugs will be made to the Senate.

If the committee finds that there Is
anything wrong with the administra¬
tion of the schools, it will make rec¬
ommendations to cure these adminis¬
trative evils, he added.

Dr. Van Schaick Explains
Situation in D. C. Schools

for Inquiry Committee
Recent actions are described, policies

explained and purposes outlined. In a
statement prepared today by Dr. John
Van Schalck, jr.. president of the board
of education, for submission to the
Senate select committee investigating

(Continued-on Page 2, Column 3.)

February Circulation

97,917
One Edition Daily

District of Columbia, s«.:

FLEMING NEWROLD, Business Manager of
Tilt; EVENING and SUNDAY STAR, does sol¬
emnly swear thst the actual number of copies
of the paper named sold and distributed dur¬

ing the muntb of February. A.D. 1920, was as

follows:
DAILY.

Iiays. Copiea. Daya. Copies.
2 07.831 18 98.382
3 98,14(1 17 99,343
4 94,144 18 101,067
5 95,077 1 9 100.822
6 9.1.«11 20 99,434
7 94.37O 21 94.374
9 99.618 23 84,819

1 0 90.952 24 190,87s
1 1 100,441 25 100.1H5 j
12 100,624 26 99.434!
13 99.970 27 99,409
14 97,249 28 97.481

2.330,15.1
I-ess adjustments 149

Total dally net circulation....2.350,006
Daily, average net paid clr- I

culatlon 97.298
Daily, average number of

copies for service, etc AIg

Dally average net circulation. 97,917
SUNDAY.

T': 87,427 22"
s m#* 29

1 5 88.685
Total Sunday net circulation. 443.K60
Average net paid Sunday cir-
culation 88.21M

Average number of copies for '"

service, etc

Average Sunday net circula--""
tlon fie

FLEMINO nevvbold
Business Manacer

Subscribed and swore to before ma this 1a
dxr sf March, A.D. 1WQ.

"u 34

(Seal.) JAY B. SMITH.
Notary Public.

SENATE VOTES4TH
RESERVATION; ALL
AMENDMENTS FAIL

Refuses to Change Provision
for Right to Decide as to

Domestic Questions.
Adhering: to its determination to

stand by the so-called Lodge reserva¬

tions, the Senate republican majority
today overrode efforts of the adminis¬
tration senators to amend reservation
No. 4. which reserves to the United
States exclusively the right to decide
what questions are domestic and within
its Jurisdiction.
First by a vote of 44 to 34 the Sen¬

ate rejected an amendment offered by
Senator Fletcher striking from the
original Lodge reservation the word
"commerce."
Senator Hitchcock, the admin intra-

tlon leader, then offered h1« substi¬
tute for reservation No. 4 In an
amended form. This was defeated by
a voto of 44 to 36. two democratic
senators. Reed and Shields, voting
with the republicans.
The text of the Hitchcock substi¬

tute follows:
"That the United States is not re¬

quired, and hereby declines, to submit
to the league. Its council or assembly,
for decision, report or recommenda¬
tion, any matter which it considers
to be a domestic question, such as
immigration, labor, tariff or other
matter relating to its internal or
coastwise affairs."
By a viva voce vote the Senate vot¬

ed down a substitute reservation of¬
fered by Senator King of Utah, dem¬
ocrat.

Lodge Reservation Adopted.
The vote then came on the Lodge

reservation. It was adopted by a
vote of 56 to 25, a number of the dem¬
ocrats voting with the republicans in
its support.

Text of Reservation.
The text of reservation No. 4 as

adopted follows
"The United States reserves to it¬

self exclusively the right to decide
what questions are within its domes¬
tic jurisdiction and declares that all
domestic and political questions re¬
lating wholly or in part to Its internal
affairs, including immigration, labor,
coastwise trafllc, tariff, commerce, sup¬
pression of trattle in women and children
and in opium and other dangerous
drugs and all other domestic ques¬
tions are solely within the Jurisdic¬
tion of the United States, and are not
under this treaty to be submitted In
any wav either to arbitration or to
the consideration of the council or

the assembly of the league of nations,
or any agency thereof, or to the de¬
cision or recommendation of any
other power."
Supported by Fourteen Democrat*.
Fourteen democrats voted for the

reservation and forty-two republi¬
cans The twenty-five senators who
opposed it were all demrocrats. The
democrats voting for the reservations
were Senators, Ashurt, Arizona; Cham¬
berlain Oregon; Gore, Oklahoma; Hen¬
derson, Nevada; King, Utah: Myers.
Montana; Nugent. Idaho; Phelan. Cali¬
fornia- Plttman, Nevada: Reed, Mis¬
souri; Shields. Tennessee; Smith,
Georgia: Thomas, Colorado, and Tram-
mell, Florida.
While more than two-thirds voted In

favor of the reservation, the fact that
the republican lrreconclllables voted
for the reservation must be taken Into
consideration. They are expected to
vote against the treaty when the reso¬
lution of ratification comes up.

QUEN WAN PANG, PREMIER
OF CHINA, STEPS DOWN

HONOLULU. T. H.. March 1 (by the
Associated Press)..Quen Wan Pang,
premier of China, has resigned, ac¬

cording to a special cable from Toklo
today to Nlppu Jiji, Japanese lan¬
guage newspaper here.

Formation of a new Chinese cabinet
under Gen. Ohin Yun Peng, former
acting premier, early last month was
considered as a final step toward com¬

posing differences between political
factions In Peking and establishing a
stable regime In China. Observers pro¬
fessed to see behind the formation of
the Chin cabinet the influence of Tuan
Shih Jul. once Chinese premier, and
believed to be one of the most power¬
ful politicians in that country. Gen.
Chin Yun Peng held in addition to the
premiership the portfolio of minister
of war.

Because of a week's delay in cable¬
grams crossing the Pacific, no official
information has been received here of
the reported resignation of Prime Min¬
ister Chin Wan I'ang. However, it is
believed that if the change has taken
place, it is a direct result, like the other
cabinet changes In China recently, of
the insistence of the military party upon
the beginning of negotiations with Japan
for a settlement of the Shantung ques¬
tion.

1

D. C. "ZONING" BILL
President Wilson today signed the

"zoning bill" designed to regulate the
height, area and use of buildings in
the District of Columbia by placing
control tn a zoning commission com¬
posed of the District Commissioners,
the officer in charge of public build¬
ings and grounds and the superin-tenJent of the United States Capitolbuilding and grounds.
The bill provides that within si*

months after passage and after publicnotice and hearing, the commission so
t reated shall divide the city into cer¬
tain districts to bo known, respec¬tively, as height, area and use dis¬tricts.
The zoning commission also is di¬

rected to adopt regulations specifyingthe height and area of buildings andalso the purposes for which they maybe used in the various district so laid
ofT.
The bill specifically provides that no

such districts shall be established norshall any regulations Axing the height,
area or use of buildings in a sectionbe adopted until the zoning commis¬
sion has afforded persons interested
an opportunty to be heard at publichearings. ¦

Brotherhood Chiefs Vote to
Give New Law Fair

Trial.
The railroad brotherhoods will not

favor a strike at present in retaliation
for the return of the railroads to their
owners nor to force their wage scale
demands. This was determined upon
today at the conclusion of a two-day
session of the conference of dele¬
gates of the fourteen railroad unions
which has been in session at the Na¬
tional Hotel. The conference ad¬journed at 1:15 p.m.. and the men willreturn to their homes, only the ex¬ecutive heads remaining in Washing¬ton to look after their interests.It was announced just after the ad¬journment that the brotherhoods havedetermined to give the new railroadlaw a fair and impartial tryout. Thisaction wa staken. it was stated, todetermine if the national lawmakershave enacted wise legislation for therailroads.
The question of the settlement ofthe wage scale will again be resumed,it Is said, but for the present therewill be no strike, no matter which waythe wage scale settlement mav go.One of the prominent leaders of therailroad brotherhood said that theconference had roundly denouncedthe legislation that had returned therailroads to their owners, but as anevidence of their loyalty and Ameri¬

can patriotism they felt they must
obey the law on the statute books.The same authority made the state¬
ment that Bert M. Jewel. acting presi¬dent of the railway department of the
A. F. of L-. would In all probabilitythis afternoon give to the press anofficial statement of action of the
conference and its attitude toward the
return of the railroads to their own¬
ers.
The conference named B. M. Jewell,

acting president of the railway em¬
ployes' department of the American
Federation of Labor; E. J. Mariion.
president of the Order of Railroad
Telegraphers, and Timothy Shea, act¬
ing president of the Brotherhood of
Firemen and Knginemen, a commit¬
tee to draft a statement of their
views and their Immediate course of
action.

SEVEN PROBABLY LOST
IN WRECK OF BOHEMIAN
HALIFAX, March 2.Seven lives arebelieved to have been lost when the

crew of the Leyland liner Bohemianabandoned their ship as she wasbreaking up on the Sambro ledgesthis morning. Several others wereinjured.
Late last night a strong swell de¬veloped and the ship heg*n ^poundheavily on the rocks. At 4 o'clock thismorning it was decided to abandonher. Three of the Hhip'^VaU gotaway safely, but the remainder of the

men were unable to take to the boat.8according to the reports receivodhere.
The tug Roebling came as close tothe stranded ship as possible and thetransfer of those still on°i® a"d

attempted by life lines, it «. ?iaii<1vah
that the loss of life occur^d dudnsthis operation. uring
Socn after the crew hart . ».-

vessel she broke in two and sank

Edwards Signs Beer Measure.
TRENTON. N. J., March 2 r' vEdwards today signed the hin ^lV.VU

by the senate last night providing forthe manufacturing, selling anrt trnn.
porting of beverages containing "St
more than 3'A per cent alcohol

M'MO SUGGESTS
U. S. BUY NEARBY
BRITISHJSLANDS

Says Credit Price to Debt.
Believes Course Would
Stabilize Exchange.
BY DAVID LAWRENCE.

William Gibbs McAdoo, former Sec¬
retary of the Treasury, is in town
for a little while, presumably to
nurse along his political boom. Hav¬
ing dealt with matters of taxation,
it is natural that he should be found
discussing ways of reducing taxes.
And the most novel suggestion he
makes is that the United States shall
buy several British colonies, such as
the Bermudas, Jamaica, British Hon¬
duras, Barbadas, the Bahamas, Nas¬
sau and other Islands off the Atlantic
coast of this continent. In payment,
Mr. McAdoo declares, lb* Vetted
(States Should give Gre~at Britain
credit on her war debt to us. This,
he believes, will help Great Britain
and ourselves, because it will tend
to stabilize foreign exchange and
mean an earlier settlement of the
European debt.
It's hard to estimate what the price

of islands is on the market of inter¬
national barter, but not long ago the
United States purchased the Danish
West Indies for $25,000,000. Of course,
the British possessions are much more
valuable than that. The price might
be calculated on the basis of exports
and Imports, and some of the British
possessions are worth a good deal.
Jamaica, for instance, has plenty of
sugar, though Its rum is not particu¬
larly useful at this time. On the
whole, the United States could find a
billion dollars' worth of value in some
of these islands without much trouble.
and get it back in commodities in a

short time.
Aa to Self-Determination.

But were it not for the principle
enunciated by the distinguished father-
in-law of Mr. McAdoo, namely, the
principle of self-determination, it
would be easy to get the proposition
going, for it is said that British sen-
timent is not a bit averse to discus-
sion of the matter. What, for in-
stance, would be the opinion of peo-
pies in the Bermudas, Bahamas, and
so on. about being annexed to dry
land?
Seriously speaking, there has been

an annexation movement in some of
these British islands for some time.
They have wanted to be annexed to
the United States for various reasons,

mostly commercial advantages grow¬
ing out of geographical proximity.
But the advantages of prohibition have
not yet taken hold of the British
imagination. 1'erhaps the islands
could be gotten ready for anexation
only after some , of the Anti-Saloon
1 .eague's agents llad been able to sow

the seed which was so effective inside
the Uriited States.

Outlines His View*.
Mr. McAdoo, however, sees the ques¬

tion purely as to its bearing on finan¬
cial relations between the British em¬

pire and the United States. Says Mr.
McAdoo.

"It is highly desirable, both on our
own account and that of our allies,
that the settlement of our loans to
our allies be rendered as quick and
as easy as possible. Our chief debtor
Is. of course. Great Britain, and this
arises naturally out of the fact that
Great Britain has liberally pledged
her credit to sustain that of her
allies. Now for the past 100 years
Great Britain has held certain islands
in and near our shores.Jamaica, the
Bahamas. Barbados. Nassau, British
Honduras and the Bermudas, off our
south Atlantic roast. These British
possessions, so long held by a friend¬
ly maritime power, do not Jeopardize
the security of the Atlantic and gulf
coast of the United States.
"With the process of time, we have

now become the leading economic
power in the world and have devel¬
oped the Panama canal and a navy
and merchant marine which make
these islands more than ever impor¬
tant to us. Might It not be possible
to work out a plan by which Kng-
land's debt to us could be reduced by
the transfer to us of certain British
possessions in the western hemisphere
to the extent of their value? The Brit¬
ish empire at this moment comprises
one-sixth of the land area of the
whole world, and. according to Brit¬
ish economic experts, the surplus capi¬
tal of the mother country will for
many years to come be expended in
the development of the agricultural
and mineral resources of the great
self-governing dominions and of In¬
dia. I Imagine that Great Britain
would not object to such a disposition
of these Islands, especially as they
would go to a friendly power. I see

nothing in such a proposal to ofTend |
the just pride of a great people,
whereas such a liquidation of a por¬
tion of the British debt might be a

happy solution of a part of Great
Britain's Immediate financial prob-
lem."

Great Britain's Possession*.

Inquiry among British correspond-
entsin the National Capital leads to
the conclusion that the matter would

(Continued otTPage 2, Column 6.) I
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DEMOCRATIC "POT"
set tomm BY

Politicians Here Are Inclined
to Think That the Lid

Has Been Lifted.
BT N. O.

Has the administration "lid" on
presidential candidates been "lifted"
and the democratic political pot set
to simmering?
Democratic politicians in Washing¬

ton were disposed today to find affir-
mative answer to this question in the
formal Announcement of A. Mitchell
Palmer to the Georgia democratic
state committer that he is a candi¬
date for the democratic nomination
for the presidency.
No other conclusion could they draw

from this action, it was declared, in all
the circumstances of the case. They
recalled the long silence which has
been maintained by democrats sug¬
gested for the presidential candidacy,
and the prevailing opinion that this
interregnum in activity, the while the
republican candidates were working
like beavers everywhere, was due to
uncertainty as to how the White
House might feel over the launching
of booms. Democrats hesitated to
announce themselves and their friends
were loath to push their booms, mean¬
while.

....It was assumed by the politicians
who discussed Mr. Palmer's official en¬
try into the race that he would not
do so unless it were entirely accepta¬
ble to President Wilson and the ad¬
ministration. It has been known for
months that his candidacy would be
agreeable to the national party lead-
em. Now. with tlae acquiescence, to
say the least, deduced if not
pounced, of President Wilson, poli¬
ticians think that Mr. Palmer will be
regarded as the administration fa-
vorlte.for the present, anyhow.

Will Assemble Forces.
His candidacy. It was said, will fur¬

nish a nucleus around which to gath¬
er administration forces and Influ¬
ence. In the selection of delegates to
the national convention at San Fran¬
cisco. The value of such a nucleus is
almost Incalculable, old politicians
agree.
They say that this will mean the

rounding up of all the vast and po¬
tential influence of the administration
patronage for the candidate an¬
nounced: that It will serve notice on
democratic federal employes and on
workers everywhere to get back of
the Palmer candidacy and push it
alonr.
When the delegates who are chosen

in response to this movement are as¬
sembled at San Francisco they will
form a solid political asset, flrmly
under administration control and to
be used as subsequent necessities may
require. It will be a standing men¬
ace to and a bulwark and bar against
Mr. Bryan's forces and will consti¬
tute a mobile, organized and definite
political entity.

This was not generally taken to
preclude the launching of other can¬didates. There is Gov. Cox of Ohio,
who if already in the field, and other
democrats may be expected, it was
said, to come out from time to time.
There will be "favorite sons": there
will be candidates representing the
anti-Wilson sentiment, if such there
are, and all that.

Have Standard Bearer.
But the outstanding fact is recog-

nl*ed to be that the administration
men and the democrats who still pro¬
fess loyalty to the national organiza¬
tion. as opposed to the Bryans, the
Edwardses and the others, now have a
standard bearer around whom to
rally. And in this feature of the
case Mr. Palmer's formal announce¬
ment of his candidacy is regarded as
of paramount Importance politically.The first result is expected to be
immediate activity among the partymachine workers in all the states
in the direction of securing instructed
delegations for Mr. Palmer, or, at
the least, preventing Instructions for
other candidates and seeing to It that
men are put on the delegations who
are "amenable to reason" and to sug¬
gestions from the national managers
and the administration.
It was said by democrats today that

Mr. Palmer's formal entrance into the
presidential nomination contest will
be welcomed by those who are not
favorable to the suggestion of Her¬
bert Hoover as the democratic nomi¬
nee. It has been found that the im¬
pression. however circulated, prevails
in many sections that Mr. Hoover is
regarded with favor by President
Wilson as a possible selection.

Argument Against Hoover.
Democratic politicians who do not

want to see Mr. Hoover nominated
will find ready argument to discour-
age Hoover sentiment among prospee-
tive delegates, it was declared, fol¬
lowing the Palmer action.

It is true that some democrats do
not regard Mr. Palmer as promising
to be the strongest man at the polls,
in case of his nomination. Those
who hold to that opinion fear that
his pronounced views favoring prohi¬
bition. his "run in" with organized
labor, his administration of the alien
custodian property bureau and other
elements may weaken him with cer¬
tain classes of the voters.
But that, they say. is a question

to be determined in the last analysis
when the convention meets and th<i
candidates are up for final inspec¬
tion of the judges. The important
consideration to the politicians, for
all present purposes, is said to be
that here, at last, the democratic
nartv has a candidate for the nomi¬
nation with definite party indorse¬
ment and standing; a man who has
back of him the party organization
and the administration, supposedly
The first thing, these democrats

sav is to get an important block of
delegates at San Francisco, chosen
under administration auspices and
who can be depended upon to follow
administration wishes, even in case
the final judgment of the convention
warrants turning to some other can¬
didate. #

ROBERT E. MATTINGLY
SWORN IN AS JUDGE

Robert E. Mattingly was sworn in

today as judge of ftie Municipal
Court, in the presence of distin-

, j iiirists and members of the
bar Judge Doyle administered the
oath of office to the new member, who
will preside in part four of the Mu-

n'judgeCMatt'lngly resigned the post
supervisor of the District census^ accept the position on the local

h«nch He was the recipient of manyfloral tributes at today s ceremony.

REFUSES salary increase.

Dhicago&n Says Connty Needs
Money Worse Than He Does.
rHICAGO, March 2..William * J.

n ham deputy county contro ler.
laterdav refused to accept a nine-yesterua salary Increase, be¬cause"! ho said, the county needed the

._ripv worse than he did.The^ commissioners had voted him
an increase from 16,600 to *7,600 per

TWO D. C. BILLS
ADVANCED IN HOUSE
HEARINGS FOR FOUR
Chain Bridge and Students'
Admission Measures Fa¬

vorably Reported.
Favorable report was ordered today

by the HoiiRf; District committee on

I two bills, and other bills on four sub.
jects of vital interest to people in
Washington were sent to subcommit¬
tee for hearing.
The bill introduced bv Kepresenta-

!LVC lV Wa,,on Moore of Virginia, au¬
thorizing an appropriation for exatnin-
^ the condition of the ('hain bridjfHabove Georgetown and making plansTor a new structure, if th.. presentstructure is unsafe, was ordered favor¬

ably reported. The amount authorized
r.t work is fl*ed at instead

or $7,500, as originally provided. At a
hearing held previously on this bill
Engineer Commissioner Kutz told th«
committee that his department could
do this work for I2.500. but that theestimate of J7.!i00 had been made with

.,
expectation of getting experts'esthetic advice so as to make the pro-structur® ft in harmonious!v

with the scenery.
Favor Sta4a(a' Admission.

Another bill Introduced by Repre-
sentative Moore to admit to the
schools of the District of Columbia
the children of parents employed in
Alexandria county, at the Arlington
national cemetery and the govern¬
ment experiment farm, also was or-
dered to be favorably reported to the
House.
The committee referred to a sub¬

committee for hearing three bills ret-
ative to- the regulation of the milk
supply of the District. Two of these

'bills were introduced bv Represent¬
ative Moore. One deals with the ap-
propriation of bottles by people to
whom they do not belong and the
other is one in which Dr. Harvey W
Wiley and other pure food experts
are interested. It would codify the
milk laws and establish a new meth¬
od of inspection. The third bill con¬
cerning the milk supply was Intro¬
duced by Representative Gard, dem¬
ocrat, of Ohio, and deals principallv
with the purity of milk and ice
cream.
The subcommittee named to con¬

duct hearings on these three milk
bills consists of Representatives Wal¬
ters, Pennsylvania: Hays. Missouri
and Woods, Virginia.

Hfirllf on "I.oan Sharks."
Two loan-shark bills, one iptrodured by Representative Dyer of Mis¬

souri and the other by Representative
Tlnkham of Massachusetts, both re¬
publicans. were sent to a subcommit¬
tee for hearing, consisting of Repre-
sentative Focht, Pennsylvania: Lam-
pert. Wisconsin; Williams. Illinois
Johnson. Kentucky, and Drane, Flor¬
ida.
The Zihlman bill to regulate traf¬

fic In the District and to establish ;i
traffic court was ordered to hearings
before a subcommittee, consisting of
Representatives Zihlman, Maryland:
Burdick. Rhode Island: Williams. II-

ilitiols; Overstreet. Georgia, and Lan
ham. Texas.
The Gard bill prohibiting child labor

in the District will be the subject of
hearings before a Subcommittee con¬
sisting of Representatives Reed. West

(Virginia; Walters, Pennsylvania: Mur
phy. Ohio; Romjue, Missouri, and
Woods, Virginia.

Franklin D'Olier. national com¬

mander of the American Legion, out¬

lining to the House ways and means

committee today the organization's
demand for soldier relief legislation
declared it wanted no bonus, hut as-

sistance for former service men in

overcoming present "financial disad¬
vantages."

All the legion asks, tie told the
committee, "is as liberal treatment as

is consistent with the welfare of the
whole country."
"An overwhelming majority of ex-

service men feel strongly that this
government owes an obligation to all
persons who were handicapped either
bodily or financially," the national
commander declared, adding that dis¬
abled men wanted relief legislation
"to the end that they would no longer
be objects of private charity."

Hrrommendations Presented.
Recommendations for iegisiat.on

were presented as follows:
Land settlements covering farms in

all states; aid to encourage purchase
of homes; vocational training, and ad¬
justment of compensation based on

length of service for those not desir¬
ing to avail themselves of the other
three features.
"The American Legion." Mr. D'Olier

said, "asks nothing in its selfish In¬
terests at the expense of the country
but at the same time does not feel
that this obligation to ex-service men
and women should be altogether
passed by at this time and all econo¬
mizing done at the expense of the ex-
service men.
"If legislation Is wisely framed cov¬

ering land settlement, home aid and
vocational training, every dollar in¬
vested by the government will bring
ultimately great returns to the coun¬
try by making the ex-service man a
better citizen and greater produer."

Fifty Bills Before tommlilfr.
More than fifty bills relating to

bonuses were before tho comruitt'i
when it began hearings on the whole
question of soldier relief.
Thomas W. Miller of Wilmington.

Del., chairman of the legion's legis¬
lative committee, declared that a war
service adjustment baseo on Justice
had taken the place of pensions based
on charity.
"A war service adjustment will

not detract from that hjgh sense of
patriotism which the service man will
ever hold as a heritage," he said.
"By approving the plan the legion
will not depart from its high pur¬
poses and lofty ideals. Justice de¬
mands no apology."
Objecting to the civil war pension

system, Mr. Miller said it was based
on the theory "that public charity"
be extended soldiers and their .de¬
pendents, and that it "naturally and
inevitably led to abuses and to po¬
litical and private corruption."
Taking up the case of the returning

soldier. Mr. Miller said his service
had not fitted him to earn more mon¬
ey and that his financial status was
not nearly so good as that of the
man who remained In civil life. He
added that In most cases there was
an added home burden incurred dur¬
ing his absence.
"The American Legion feels it has

waited long enough for Congress to
show what it will do to relieve the
financial disadvantages of ex-service
men," he declared.
The committee got into a snarl

over procedure and broke up in much
confusion after members had brought
In charges made on the floor of the
House that the measures had been
«nf »n the committee for burll?.
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